Our Partners

What is First Steps?

The South Carolina Department
of Social Services is generously
granting $200,000 of child care
stimulus funds to First Steps.

The State Office of First Steps is
also committing $200,000 of pri-
vately-raised funds to this initiative.

What does this mean for
Charleston County?

First Steps is South Carolina’s only entity de-
voted exclusively to increasing school readi-
ness for all children from birth to age 5.

PARTNERSHIPS

Every county has a First Steps partnership of
community members including business leaders,
teachers and parents. With their unique ability to
identify local needs and fill gaps in services to
young children, Charleston County First Steps
efficiently tailors programs to our local community
and reaches children and their families where they
live.
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ship funds raised by Charleston
County First Steps will be matched
2-to-1 7 or to put it another way 1
every $1 you contribute grows to
$3 to help our at-risk children bene-
fit from quality care!

Getting children ready for school.

JAMES ELLA COLLINS
Charleston County First Steps
6296 Rivers Ave., Ste. 308
N. Charleston, SC 29406

Phone: (843) 745-0237
E-mail: jecollins@charlestonfirststeps.org

Help Charleston
County’s Children
Attend Quality Child
Care

Sponsor A

Child Today




The Need

The Opportunity

How You Can Help

Quality child care is, far too often, out
of reach for South Carolina’s children.

Quality Child Care is Paramount.

A childés brain is mostly

fore, early experiences have a profound impact

Thanks to one-time funding from DSS through
the American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act and the State Office of First Steps,
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For the 63% of South Carolina children under 6
whose primary caregiver works outside the home,
those early experiences take place, in large part,
in some form of child care. Unfortunately, much of
this care happens in poor quality settings, which
research suggests can actually harm a ¢ h
development.

Fewer SC Families Can
Afford Quality Child
Care.
Very little public child
care is available in South
Carolina for children un-
der age 31 therefore, low
‘ income families need
: i“ help affording the cost of
‘ = tuition.

Very little public child
care is available in South
Carolina for children under age 3 7 therefore, low
income families need help affording the cost of
tuition.

Unfortunately, government resources to help
families afford quality child care 7 already lim-
ited prior to the current economic downturn i
are being exhausted by the increasing num-
bers of families on public assistance. Due to
lack of funding, the majority of income eligi-
ble families (150% of poverty or below) do
not receive child care tuition assistance in
South Carolina.

crisis afford quality child care so that they
can return to the workforce or go back to
school.

These scholarships will be targeted to children

i | dos Withtwo or more school readiness risk fac-

tors. Child care providers must be either at
the highest quality level or be enrolled in a
guality improvement program.

To receive these scholarship funds, First
Steps County Partnerships must raise one
-third of the cost for each child care schol-
arship from their communities, including
local businesses, organizations, and indi-
viduals. Counties must raise a minimum of
$4,000.

Funds are available on a first-come, first-
served basis. Counties who raise funds
the fastest will be the ones whose children
will benefit.

Help Charleston County First
Steps raise needed scholarship
funds so that our county’s at-risk
children can benefit from quality
child care.

What it costs:

The cost of child care varies depending
on the local market rate and the age of
the child i in Charleston County the cost
is approximately $4,500 a year or more
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BUT, with your help, Charleston County
First Steps can provide a low-income, at-
risk child with a scholarship for just
$1,500 for one year of quality child care,
For every $1,500 raised, we are eligible
to receive SC DSS and South Carolina
First Steps matching funds to pay the
difference.

That 6s onl y:

$125 PER MONTH!
=Or=-
$28.74 PER WEEK!

=Or=-

$5.75 PER DAY!

Charleston County First Steps will use
each dollar contributed to draw down $2
additional dollars in scholarship funds.
Donations of all sizes are welcome.

Invest in a child today! Matching
Funds are available for a limited
time only.



